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Hopefully, you understand the 

bottom line: don’t be a 

“believer” or a “denier” —

Look at the facts!
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London Hansom Cab

Each horse also produced around 2 pints of urine per day and to make things worse, the

average life expectancy for a working horse was only around 3 years. Horse carcasses therefore

also had to be removed from the streets. The bodies were often left to putrefy so the corpses

could be more easily sawn into pieces for removal.

The streets of London were beginning to poison its people.

But this wasn’t just a British crisis: New York had a population of 100,000 horses producing

around 2.5m pounds of manure a day.

This problem came to a head when in 1894, The Times newspaper predicted… “In 50 years,

every street in London will be buried under nine feet of manure.”

This became known as the ‘Great Horse Manure Crisis of 1894’.

The terrible situation was debated in 1898 at the world’s �rst international urban planning

conference in New York, but no solution could be found. It seemed urban civilisation was

read more

Farting Lane

Lurking around the back of the

world famous Savoy lies an

ingenious – if not slightly

nauseating – piece of…
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Manure Crisis of 1894’, urging people not to despair, something will turn up!
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Lewyt, president of Lewyt vacuum company, 1955

4.“There is no reason anyone would want a computer in their home.” Ken Olsen, founder of 
Digital Equipment Corporation, 1977

5.“Almost all of the many predictions now being made about 1996 hinge on the Internet’s 
continuing exponential growth. But I predict the Internet will soon go spectacularly 
supernova and in 1996 catastrophically collapse.” Robert Metcalfe, founder, 3Com, 1995

6.“Apple is already dead.” Nathan Myhrvold, former Microsoft CTO, 1997
7.“Two years from now, spam will be solved.” Bill Gates, founder of Microsoft, 2004      

PCWorld DEC 31, 2008; https://www.pcworld.com/article/532605/worst_tech_predictions.html 

➨We have had zero ability to 

predict major technological 

innovations in the past

https://www.pcworld.com/article/532605/worst_tech_predictions.html
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Billy Durant and the Founding of General Motors 
Dr. Burton W. Folsom, September 8, 1998, https://www.mackinac.org/V1998-28  

On September 16, 1908 … Billy Durant founded General Motors … Durant actually made his 
first fortune betting against cars: he was the largest maker of carriages in the U. S: In 1886, he 
started the Flint Road Cart Company; after 15 years [selling] carriages in all sizes & colors, he 
transformed a $2,000 start-up into a $2 million business with sales around the world.
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On September 16, 1908 … Billy Durant founded General Motors … Durant actually made his 
first fortune betting against cars: he was the largest maker of carriages in the U. S: In 1886, he 
started the Flint Road Cart Company; after 15 years [selling] carriages in all sizes & colors, he 
transformed a $2,000 start-up into a $2 million business with sales around the world.

By 1900, several mechanics had been tinkering with gas-powered horseless carriages, but 
costs were high and quality was low. Durant thought cars were smelly, noisy, and dangerous. 
He refused to let his daughter ride in one. But instead of calling for government safety 
regulations, he thought about improving the Buick, a local car with few sales and large debts. 
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started the Flint Road Cart Company; after 15 years [selling] carriages in all sizes & colors, he 
transformed a $2,000 start-up into a $2 million business with sales around the world.

By 1900, several mechanics had been tinkering with gas-powered horseless carriages, but 
costs were high and quality was low. Durant thought cars were smelly, noisy, and dangerous. 
He refused to let his daughter ride in one. But instead of calling for government safety 
regulations, he thought about improving the Buick, a local car with few sales and large debts. 

In 1904 … Durant the salesman … entered the Buick in a New York auto show—and came 
home with orders for 1,108 cars: not bad considering that only 37 Buicks had ever been made. 
In 1908, after just 4 years of making cars, he had the best-selling car in the business. The 
carriage king had become the auto genius.
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regulations, he thought about improving the Buick, a local car with few sales and large debts. 

In 1904 … Durant the salesman … entered the Buick in a New York auto show—and came 
home with orders for 1,108 cars: not bad considering that only 37 Buicks had ever been made. 
In 1908, after just 4 years of making cars, he had the best-selling car in the business. The 
carriage king had become the auto genius.

He formed General Motors in 1908, consolidating 13 car companies & 10 parts manufacturers. 

https://www.mackinac.org/V1998-28


Global Warming Science 101, last class, Eli Tziperman

Billy Durant and the Founding of General Motors 
Dr. Burton W. Folsom, September 8, 1998, https://www.mackinac.org/V1998-28  

On September 16, 1908 … Billy Durant founded General Motors … Durant actually made his 
first fortune betting against cars: he was the largest maker of carriages in the U. S: In 1886, he 
started the Flint Road Cart Company; after 15 years [selling] carriages in all sizes & colors, he 
transformed a $2,000 start-up into a $2 million business with sales around the world.

By 1900, several mechanics had been tinkering with gas-powered horseless carriages, but 
costs were high and quality was low. Durant thought cars were smelly, noisy, and dangerous. 
He refused to let his daughter ride in one. But instead of calling for government safety 
regulations, he thought about improving the Buick, a local car with few sales and large debts. 

In 1904 … Durant the salesman … entered the Buick in a New York auto show—and came 
home with orders for 1,108 cars: not bad considering that only 37 Buicks had ever been made. 
In 1908, after just 4 years of making cars, he had the best-selling car in the business. The 
carriage king had become the auto genius.

He formed General Motors in 1908, consolidating 13 car companies & 10 parts manufacturers. 

➨A single person can make a 

difference…
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The hope: Solar energy, by Albert Wenger

https://continuations.com/post/125340123900/solar 
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The hope: The Renewable Energy Revolution, by Ramez Naam

https://rameznaam.com/2014/09/29/the-renewable-energy-revolution/ 
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The hope: The Renewable Energy Revolution, by Ramez Naam

https://rameznaam.com/2014/09/29/the-renewable-energy-revolution/ 

➨Things are getting better…!

https://rameznaam.com/2014/09/29/the-renewable-energy-revolution/
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Remain optimistic! 🌝
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